Pharmacologic management of myxomatous mitral valve disease in dogs.
Myxomatous mitral valve disease (MMVD) causing mitral regurgitation is the most important disease of the heart in small animal cardiovascular medicine. Because MMVD is an example of a chronic disease that progresses from mild to severe over years, treatment strategies change with the stage of the disease. In this review the treatment options are compared and contrasted as they are discussed relative to the recently published ACVIM consensus statement regarding the treatment of MMVD. Results from clinical trials and evidence-based medicine are likely to provide significant improvements in the management of MMVD in the coming decades.